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JOE’S ADDICTION



Joe’s Addiction is a coffee shop community in Valley Brook, Oklahoma City. Joe’s has become a community 
of what might be considered marginalized and disenfranchised people. Daily we serve coffee and “hang out” 
with people experiencing homelessness, drug addicts, alcoholics, felons, prostitutes and folks with mental 
illness.  


Since 2006, Joe’s has sat in the middle of the row of strip clubs that are the main industry of this part of town 
and served the people of the community of folks that live within walking distance. Most of the people in the 
area live way below the poverty line, as the latest census shows that the median income in Valley Brook is 
$11,000/yr.


Through Joe’s Addiction we are inviting people to come into Community, to live in relationship with one 
another and to follow the Way of Love. We run a Food Pantry and a Free Store (like a thrift store, only 
everything is free) to help meet practical needs. Each spring, we plant a community garden and we share the 
harvest with the community. We host regular Recovery meetings, and we hold Community Gatherings in Joe’s 
on Sunday mornings, providing opportunity for us as a Community to practice mindfulness, to share 
experiences, and to learn together how to “love one another.”


Twelve years into this experience, we have realized that the issues that accompany generational poverty are 
many and complicated and cannot be treated by simply “meeting a particular need,” but require that we live 
alongside people for the long haul, teaching and modeling the Way of Love that Jesus, Buddha, Lao Tzu, 
Gandhi, Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King, Jr, and other models in history have taught us.  Little by little, 
hatred is being changed to self-control, to forgiveness, to love for enemies. Bit by bit, depression and 
hopelessness are being changed to encouragement, to vision, to fullness of life.


The Problem 

The City of Valley Brook has purchased the building that houses Joe’s Addiction and has decided to demolish it.   

The Solution 
We have leased a new building across the street from our old location. We will continue to be able to serve the 
neighborhood of Valley Brook and the southeast corner of Oklahoma City. The new space is large enough for us to 
continue all the aspects of ministry we currently have and to add some much needed resources. We will have 
coffee shop space, Free Store, commercial kitchen (for preparing community meals), laundry facilities, barber shop 
chair and classroom space. 

Project Outline 

Currently the building is a large empty warehouse. We need to install heating and air, build walls, install plumbing 
and electrical and purchase some furniture and commercial kitchen equipment.  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BUDGET 
For moving Joe’s Addiction to a new location 

These numbers represent estimate needed for each item and for the project as a whole. 

Donations can be given through Outrageous Love.

Description Estimate Cost

Plumbing $	 6,000

Lighting and Electrical $	 6,500

Heat and Air $	 7,500

Interior Wall Construction $	 7,000

Bar Counter and Service Area $	 5,000

Painting and Decoration $	 3,000

Security System $	 5,000

Commercial Kitchen $	 9,000

Laundromat $	 8,000

Free Store $	 2,000

Children’s Area $	 2,000

Barber/Beauty Station $	 500

Chairs $	 800

Signage $	 1,100

Music System $	 500

Large Flatscreen TV for Event Space $	 1,600

Truck rental for moving $	 100

Beverage Display Cooler $	 330

Marketing/Advertisement about the move and invitation $	 1,000

Glassed Entry Front and Back $	 4,000

Total $70,930
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https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/OutrageousLove/joesaddiction

